


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothballs ar e comm only used t o protect 
cloth es fr om m oths an d insects—but they ar e 

state and federal law .

Mothballs Ov erview:
Kn ow Wha t You’r e Usin g

Why ar e mothballs used?
Th ey kill cl oth es moths an d th eir lar vae by 
releasin g a vapor t oxic t o insects. This v apor 
builds up in cl osed contain ers to provide 
pr otection.

Both naphthale ne and PDCB subl ima te—they turn 
from a soli d into a gas. This vapor kills in sects in  
sealed envi ronmen ts but also can poten tially  
cause health r isks if in haled.

• Naphthale ne– A petrole um-ba sed compound 
with a  strong smel l

• Paradichlorobenze ne (PDCB) –  Used in 
deodorants and m oth cont rol

• If you smell mothballs, you’ re already being 
exposed to the chemicals

• The same vapors tha t are toxic to  moths and 
other  insects can also be harmful t o people, 
pets, and the envi ronmen t if  mothballs are 
misu sed.

How  They Work:

Common  Active I ngredi ents:

Impor tan t Notes:

Legal Use

Potential Misuse

Off-la bel use is illegal an d could r esult in 
penalties or enfor cement action. It also puts 
people, pets, and th e envir onm ent at risk.

Mothballs ar e comm only th ought t o repel 
snak es, but th ey ar e not actually design ed or 
labeled to be used that wa y an d are proven to 
have very little dir ect eff ect on snak es.

Legal Use & Misuse

Foll ow th e Label - It’ s the Law!

Use only in  airtig ht, sealed 
cont ainers like garmen t bags

Use only for listed pests 
(usually clothes mo ths)

Follow directions for p lacemen t, 
dosage, and storage

Scatter ing i n attic s, basemen ts, 
or craw lspaces

Placing i n closets, drawer s, 
unde r furniture, or vehicle s

Trying t o repel wildli fe, squirre ls, 
snakes, or raccoons

Health & Envir onm ental 
Risks - Mor e Than 
Just a Str ong Smell!

Human  Health Effect s:

Short-ter m exposure to vap ors ma y cause:
• Headaches, nausea, dizziness
• Eye, nose, or throat irrita tio n
• Breathing diff iculties

Chi ldren A re Especially at R isk!
Mothballs  may look l ike candy  or toys.
Just one can poison a child.

If a mothball is ingested,
call Poison Control immediately:
1-800-222-1222

Pet Hazards

Pets exposed to mothballs  may show signs  of
vomiting,  tremors, lethargy, or organ fai lure .

Envi ronmental  Harm

Improper  use or dispo sal of  mothballs  can
cont aminate air, soi l , and w ater , and harm  wildli fe.

Remin der:

Mothballs  are pesticid es. Use them only as
directed on the label. Nev er assume “more is
better.” Improper use can h arm your health, 
your famil y, and the envi ronmen t.


