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0.C.G.A.84-1-1

Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 1 General
Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-1. Definitions.

As used in this title, the term:
(1) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Georgia.
(2) “Department” means the Department of Agriculture of the State of Georgia.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 1 General
Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-2. State veterinarian — Qualifications; term of office; assistants.

(&) The Commissioner is empowered to employ a licensed veterinarian, with not less than five years’
practical experience in the general practice of his profession, as state veterinarian. The state veterinarian
shall hold his office for the same term as the Commissioner unless removed sooner at the direction of the
Commissioner.

(b) The Commissioner may employ such other assistants as may be necessary in carrying out the duties
imposed on him by this title.

(c) The Commissioner shall have the power to prescribe the powers, duties, and functions of the state
veterinarian and his assistants.

History

Ga. L. 1910, p. 125, §8 1-3; Ga. L. 1929, p. 336, § 1; Ga. L. 1931, p. 7, § 97; Code 1933, §§ 62-902, 62-903; Ga. L.
1935, p. 167, §§ 3, 4; Ga. L. 1937, p. 850, §§ 1, 3; Ga. L. 1941, p. 238, §§ 2-4; Ga. L. 1995, p. 10, § 4.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 1 General
Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-3. State veterinarian — Duties generally.

The duties of the state veterinarian are to administer the business and affairs of the Animal Industry
Division of the department. This includes enforcing the regulations and directing the programs designed to
control and eradicate animal disease, directing the proper interstate movement of livestock, enforcing
Article 3 of Chapter 2 of Title 26, the “Georgia Meat Inspection Act,” promoting livestock marketing, and
licensing and bonding livestock markets, dealers, and meat packers.

History

Ga. L. 1910, p. 125, § 2; Ga. L. 1931, p. 7, 8§ 97; Code 1933, § 62-901; Ga. L. 1935, p. 167, 88 2, 4; Ga. L. 1937, p.
850, § 2; Ga. L. 1941, p. 238, 88 1, 4; Ga. L. 1984, p. 22, § 4.
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Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-4. Presumption as to livestock killed or injured by poisons.

If livestock is killed or injured by poisoned crops or other poison on the property, there shall be a rebuttable
presumption that the poisoning was done by the person in possession and charge of the property.

History

Orig. Code 1863, § 1403; Code 1868, § 1460; Code 1873, § 1447; Code 1882, § 1447; Civil Code 1895, § 1768;
Civil Code 1910, § 2027; Code 1933, § 62-803.
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Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-5. Use, possession, delivery, or sale of hog cholera vaccine, serum, or
virus.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or association or any agency,
department, or other political subdivision of a state, county, or municipal government or other entity to use,
possess, sell, offer or hold for sale, deliver, distribute, introduce, or deliver for introduction into commerce
hog cholera vaccine, serum, or virus in this state. A violation of this subsection shall constitute a
misdemeanor.

(b) The Commissioner shall seize and destroy any hog cholera vaccine, serum, or virus found in this state.

History

Code 1933, §8 62-1201, 62-1202, enacted by Ga. L. 1977, p. 280, § 1.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 1 General
Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-6. Obstruction, interference, or hindrance of duties.

It shall be unlawful for any person to obstruct, interfere, or hinder the Commissioner, his or her designated
agents and employees, an animal control officer, or a dog control officer in the lawful discharge of his or her
official duties pursuant to this title. Any person convicted of a violation of this Code section shall be
punished as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 16-10-24.

History

Code 1981, § 4-1-6, enacted by Ga. L. 2000, p. 754, § 2.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 1 General
Provisions (88 4-1-1 — 4-1-7)

4-1-7. Investigation prior to charges of cruelty to animals in animal
husbandry; “food animal” defined.

Prior to the filing of criminal charges for a violation under Code Section 16-12-4 with regard to conduct
involving animal husbandry of food animals, a law enforcement officer shall consult with a licensed and
accredited Category Il veterinarian employed by the department or other agency of the State of Georgia
whose primary practice and responsibilities are food animal veterinary medicine to confirm whether or not
such conduct is in accordance with customary and standard practice. For purposes of this Code section,
the term “food animal” means any animal that is raised for the production of an edible product intended for
consumption by humans or is itself intended for consumption by humans. Such term shall include, but is not
limited to, eggs, beef or dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats, poultry, nonornamental fish, and any other animal
designated by such veterinarian as a food animal.

History

Code 1981, § 4-1-7, enacted by Ga. L. 2018, p. 770, 8 1/HB 956.
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CHAPTER 2 Marks and Brands
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4-2-1. Mark, brand, or tattoo registration — Certificates.

(a) Any person owning any livestock and desiring to register a mark, brand, or tattoo shall apply to the
Commissioner for a certificate of mark, brand, or tattoo registration. Application for a certificate shall be
made on forms provided by the department. Applications shall contain or be accompanied by such
information as may be required by rule or regulation. In issuing certificates, the Commissioner shall not
issue certificates to more than one person for the same or substantially identical marks, brands, or tattoos.
There shall be no charge or fee for registration.

(b) Prior to July 1 of 1974 and on or before the same date every fifth year thereafter, the Commissioner
shall purge from his lists of registrations the registrations of all marks, brands, or tattoos which the person
to whom they are registered does not desire to retain as a registered mark, brand, or tattoo. Prior to
removing a mark, brand, or tattoo from registration, the Commissioner shall, by registered or certified mail
or statutory overnight delivery, notify the person to whom the mark, brand, or tattoo is registered that the
registration will be canceled unless the Commissioner is notified within a period of three months from the
date of mailing that such person desires to continue the registration of his mark, brand, or tattoo. If the
Commissioner does not receive a reply within three months, he may cancel the registration of such mark,
brand, or tattoo and may then reassign such mark, brand, or tattoo to any person seeking to register it,
under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Commissioner.

(c) It shall be the duty of the Commissioner to transmit a copy of any certificate of mark, brand, or tattoo
registration to the judge of the probate court of the county of residence of the person to whom the certificate
is issued or to the judge of the probate court of the county in which the animals to be marked, branded, or
tattooed are located if the owner thereof is not a resident of this state. The judge of the probate court may
record the certificate in a book kept by him for that purpose.

(d) No provision of this chapter shall affect or impair the validity of any mark, brand, or tattoo registered or
recorded in the office of the Commissioner prior to April 1, 1974.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Nov.-Dec. Sess., p. 175, § 2; Code 1933, § 62-102, enacted by Ga. L. 1974, p. 1003, § 1; Ga. L. 1995,
p. 244, § 3; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1589, § 3; Ga. L. 2008, p. 458, § 2/SB 364.
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4-2-2. Mark, brand, or tattoo registration — Evidential value.

The fact that any livestock is marked, branded, or tattooed with a registered mark or brand shall constitute
prima-facie evidence in any trial or proceeding that such livestock belongs to the person to whom the
certificate of mark, brand, or tattoo registration for that particular mark, brand, or tattoo was issued. This
Code section shall not apply to livestock marked or branded prior to April 1, 1974, unless the mark, brand,
or tattoo was registered or recorded in the office of the Commissioner.

History

Orig. Code 1863, § 1395; Code 1868, § 1452; Code 1873, § 1439; Code 1882, § 1439; Civil Code 1895, § 1758;
Civil Code 1910, § 2017; Code 1933, § 62-104; Code 1933, § 62-103, enacted by Ga. L. 1974, p. 1003, § 1.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 2 Marks and
Brands (88 4-2-1 — 4-2-5)

4-2-3. Mark, brand, or tattoo registration — Change.

No registered mark, brand, or tattoo shall be changed so as to be of any use to the owner, unless
permission is first granted by the Commissioner and the change is recorded.

History

Orig. Code 1863, § 1398; Code 1868, § 1455; Code 1873, § 1442; Code 1882, § 1442; Civil Code 1895, § 1761;
Civil Code 1910, § 2020; Code 1933, § 62-107; Code 1933, § 62-104, enacted by Ga. L. 1974, p. 1003, § 1.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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Brands (88 4-2-1 — 4-2-5)

4-2-4. Promulgation of rules and regulations.

The Commissioner is authorized to promulgate and adopt such rules and regulations as may be necessary
or convenient to carry out this chapter.

History

Code 1933, § 62-105, enacted by Ga. L. 1974, p. 1003, § 1.
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Brands (88 4-2-1 — 4-2-5)

4-2-5. Administration of chapter and rules and regulations.

It shall be the duty of the Commissioner to administer this chapter and any rules and regulations adopted
pursuant to this chapter.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Nov.-Dec. Sess., p. 175, § 3; Code 1933, § 62-101, enacted by Ga. L. 1974, p. 1003, § 1.
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PART 1 General Provisions

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations
and research references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.

End of Document



0.C.G.A.84-4-1

Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
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Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 1 General Provisions (88 4-4-1 — 4-4-6)

4-4-1. Legislative intent.

Because of the existing and increasing possibility of the occurrences of highly contagious or infectious
diseases which threaten to destroy the livestock of this state and because certain known agents and
vectors are instrumental in the spread of certain highly contagious or infectious diseases in livestock, it is
found and declared to be necessary to:

(1) Regulate the feeding of garbage;

(2) Regulate the rendering of the carcasses of dead domestic animals;

(3) Protect areas of this state free of disease by quarantine against the introduction of such diseases;
(4) Quarantine infected areas against the spread of such diseases therefrom; and

(5) Undertake to eradicate, control, suppress, and prevent such contagious or infectious diseases and
make provisions therefor.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 1.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 1 General Provisions (88 4-4-1 — 4-4-6)

4-4-1.1. “Livestock” defined.

As used in this chapter, the term:

(1) “Livestock” means cattle, swine, equines, poultry, sheep, goats, nontraditional livestock, and
ruminants.

(2) “Nontraditional livestock” means the species of Artiodactyla (even-toed ungulates) listed as bison,
water buffalo, farmed deer, llamas, and alpacas that are held and possessed legally and in a manner
which is not in conflict with the provisions of Chapter 5 of Title 27 dealing with wild animals.

History

Code 1981, § 4-4-1.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 425, § 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 244, § 5; Ga. L. 1997, p. 1395, § 1, Ga.
L. 2008, p. 458, § 4/SB 364.
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4-4-2. Promulgation of rules and regulations.

The Commissioner of Agriculture is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations as may be necessary to
effectuate the purpose of this article.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 4.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 1 General Provisions (88 4-4-1 — 4-4-6)

4-4-2.1. Fees for services rendered to A.P.H.I.S. programs.

The Commissioner is authorized by rule or regulation to establish, impose, and provide for the collection of
reasonable fees for services rendered by the department or its employees or agents in connection with
federal programs administered by the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service pursuant to 5 U.S.C. Section 5542; 7 U.S.C. Section 1622; 19 U.S.C. Section 1306; 21
U.S.C. Sections 102 through 105, 111, 114, 114a, 134a, 134c, 134d, 134f, 136, and 136a; or 7 C.F.R. 2.22,
2.80, and 371.2(d) (1-1-99 Edition); provided, however, no fees shall be imposed or collected under this
Code section for any services rendered for primates or wild animals. The fees so established shall be
sufficient in amount to reimburse the state for the cost incurred by the department in providing and
administering such services.

History

Code 1981, § 4-4-2.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2000, p. 878, § 1.
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 1 General Provisions (88 4-4-1 — 4-4-6)

4-4-3. Injunctions.

In addition to the remedies provided in this article and notwithstanding the existence of any adequate
remedy at law, the Commissioner is authorized to apply to the superior court for an injunction. Such court
shall have jurisdiction, upon hearing and for cause shown, to grant a temporary or permanent injunction, or
both, restraining any person from violating or continuing to violate any of the provisions of this article or for
failing or refusing to comply with the requirements of this article or any rule or regulation adopted by the
Commissioner thereunder. An injunction issued under this Code section shall not require a bond.

History

Ga. L. 1956, p. 627, § 1.
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4-4-4. Administrative hearings and penalties.

(&) The Commissioner, in order to enforce this article or any orders, rules, or regulations promulgated
pursuant thereto, may issue an administrative order imposing a penalty not to exceed $1,000.00 for each
violation whenever the Commissioner, after a hearing, determines that any person has violated any
provision of this article or any quarantines, orders, rules, or regulations promulgated thereunder.

(b) The initial hearing and any administrative review thereof shall be conducted in accordance with the
procedure for contested cases in Chapter 13 of Title 50, the “Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.” Any
person who has exhausted all administrative remedies available and who is aggrieved or adversely affected
by any final order or action of the Commissioner shall have the right of judicial review thereof in accordance
with Chapter 13 of Title 50. All penalties recovered by the Commissioner as provided for in this article shall
be paid into the state treasury. The Commissioner may file in the superior court wherein the person under
order resides or, if said person is a corporation, in the county wherein the corporation maintains its principal
place of business or in the county wherein the violation occurred a certified copy of a final order of the
Commissioner unappealed from or of a final order of the department affirmed upon appeal, whereupon said
court shall render judgment in accordance therewith and notify the parties. Such judgment shall have the
same effect, and all proceedings in relation thereto shall thereafter be the same, as though said judgment
had been rendered in an action duly heard and determined by said court. The penalty prescribed in this
Code section shall be concurrent, alternative, or cumulative with any and all other civil, criminal, or
alternative rights, remedies, forfeitures, or penalties provided, allowed, or available to the Commissioner
with respect to any violation of this article and any quarantines, orders, rules, or regulations promulgated
pursuant thereto.

History

Ga. L. 1979, p. 1035, § 1; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 4.
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Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
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4-4-5. [Reserved]
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Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 1 General Provisions (88 4-4-1 — 4-4-6)

4-4-6. Penalty for introducing foreign animal disease; notice and reporting
required for certain diseases; exception for bona fide research activities.

(&) Any person who knowingly introduces into this state any foreign animal disease or any animal disease,
syndrome, chemical, poison, or toxin that may pose a substantial threat of harm to the animal industries in
this state shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.

(b)

(1) Any person who makes a clinical diagnosis or laboratory confirmation of or who reasonably
suspects the presence or occurrence of any of the following diseases, syndromes, or conditions in
animals shall report the same immediately to the state veterinarian or the United States Department of
Agriculture area veterinarian in charge:

(A) African Horse Sickness;

(B) African Swine Fever;

(C) Avian Influenza;

(D) Classical Swine Fever (Hog Cholera);

(E) Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia (Mycoplasma mycoides mycoides);
(F) Contagious Ecthyma (Soremouth);

(G) Foot & Mouth Disease (FMD, any type);

(H) Heartwater (Cowdria ruminantium);

() Lumpy Skin Disease;

(J) Newcastle Disease (Exotic);

(K) Nipah Virus;

(L) Peste des Petits Ruminants;

(M) Plague (Yersinia pestis);

(N) Rift Valley Fever;

(O) Rinderpest;

(P) Screwworm (Cochliomyia hominivorax, C. bezziana);
(Q) Sheep Pox and Goat Pox;

(R) Swine Vesicular Disease;

(S) Vesicular or Ulcerative Conditions;

(T) Vesicular Exanthema; or
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(U) Vesicular Stomatitis (VS, any type).

(2) Any person who reasonably suspects the presence or occurrence of any vesicular diseases,
mucosal diseases, or abortion storms of unknown etiology in livestock; undiagnosed bovine central
nervous system conditions; unusual number of acute deaths in livestock; unusual myiasis or acariasis
(flies, mites, ticks, etc.) in animals; or any apparently highly infectious or contagious animal condition of
unknown etiology shall report the same immediately to the state veterinarian or the United States
Department of Agriculture area veterinarian in charge.

(3) Any person who makes a laboratory confirmation of any of the following diseases, syndromes, or
conditions in animals shall report the same within 24 hours or by the close of the next business day,
whichever last occurs, to the state veterinarian or the United States Department of Agriculture area
veterinarian in charge:

(A) Akabane Virus Disease;

(B) Anthrax (Bacillus anthracis);

(C) Aujeszky’s Disease (Pseudorabies);

(D) Avian Chlamydiosis (Psittacosis and Ornithosis, Chlamydia psittaci);
(E) Babesiosis (in livestock, any species);

(F) Bluetongue;

(G) Borna Disease;

(H) Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy;

() Brucellosis (Brucella. abortus, B. ovis, B. suis B. mellitensis);

(J) Camel Pox Virus;

(K) Caseous Lymphadenitis (Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis);
(L) Chronic Wasting Disease;

(M) Clostridium perfringens Epsilon Toxin;

(N) Coccidioidomycosis (Coccidioides immitis);

(O) Contagious Agalactia (Mycoplasma agalactiae, M. capricolum capricolum, M. putrefaciens, M.
mycoides mycoides, M. mycoides mycoides LC);

(P) Contagious Caprine Pleuropneumonia (Mycoplasma capricolum capripneumoniae);
(Q) Contagious Equine Metritis (Taylorella equigenitalis);

(R) Dourine (Trypanosoma equiperdum);

(S) Enterovirus Encephalomyelitis (porcine);

(T) Ephemeral Fever;

(U) Epizootic Lymphangitis (Histoplasma farciminosum);

(V) Equine Encephalomyelitis (Eastern, Western, Venezuelan, West Nile Virus);
(W) Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA);

(X) Equine Morbillivirus (Hendra virus);

(Y) Equine Piroplasmosis (Babesiosis, Babesia (Piroplasma) equi, B. caballi);
(2) Equine Rhinopneumonitis (Type 1 and 4);

(AA) Equine Viral Arteritis;
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(BB) Feline Spongiform Encephalopathy;
(CC) Glanders (Burkholderia [Pseudomonas] mallei);
(DD) Hemorrhagic Septicemia (Pasteurella multocida);
(EE) Japanese Encephalitis Virus;
(FF) Ibaraki;
(GG) Infectious Laryngotracheitis (other than vaccine induced);
(HH) Infectious Petechial Fever (Ehrlichia ondiri);
(1) Louping Ill (Ovine encephalomyelitis);
(JJ) Maedi-Visna/Ovine Progressive Pneumonia;
(KK) Malignant Catarrhal Fever (Bovine Malignant Catarrh) (AHV-1, OHV-2);

(LL) Mange (in livestock) (Sarcoptes scabiei var bovis and ovis, Psoroptes ovis, Chorioptes bovis,
Psorergates bos and ovis);

(MM) Menangle virus;

(NN) Melioidosis (Burkholderia [Pseudomonas] pseudomallei);

(OO) Nairobi Sheep Disease;

(PP) Paratuberculosis (Mycobacterium avium paratuberculosis);

(QQ) Perkinsosis (Perkinsus marinus and P. olseni);

(RR) Pullorum Disease (Salmonella pullorum);

(SS) Q Fever (Coxiella burnetti);

(TT) Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease (Calicivirus disease);

(UU) Rabies;

(VV) Ricin Toxicosis (toxin from Ricinis communis);

(WW) Salmonellosis caused by Salmonella enteritidis;

(XX) Salmonellosis in equine (Salmonella typhimurium, S. agona, S. anatum, etc.);
(YY) Scrapie;

(ZZ) Shigatoxin;

(AAA) Staphylococcal Enterotoxins;

(BBB) Sweating Sickness;

(CCC) Theileriosis (Theileria annulata, T. parva);

(DDD) Transmissible Mink Encephalopathy;

(EEE) Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (all types);

(FFF) Trypanosomiasis (Trypanosoma congolense, T. vivax, T. brucei brucei, T. evansi);
(GGG) Tuberculosis (Mycobacterium. bovis, M. tuberculosis);

(HHH) Tularemia (Francisella tularensis);

(Il Ulcerative Lymphangitis (Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis); or

(JJJ) Wesselsbron Disease.
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(4) Any person who makes a laboratory confirmation of any unusual presentation, unexplained
increase in number of cases, or unusual trend of Botulism (Clostridium botulinum toxin), aflatoxin, or T-
2 toxin in animals which such person reasonably suspects may be caused by bioterrorism as defined
by Code Section 31-12-1.1 or epidemic or pandemic presentation and may pose a substantial threat of
harm to the animal industries in this state shall report the same immediately to the state veterinarian or
the United States Department of Agriculture area veterinarian in charge.

(5) Any person, including without limitation any veterinarian or veterinary diagnostic laboratory or
practice personnel, person associated with any livestock farm, ranch, sales establishment,
transportation, or slaughter facility, as well as any person associated with a facility licensed under
Chapter 10 of this title, the “Bird Dealers Licensing Act,” or under Article 1 of Chapter 11 of this title, the
“Animal Protection Act,” who shall fail to report any disease, syndrome, or condition specified in this
subsection as required by this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(c) The Commissioner is authorized to declare certain other animal diseases and syndromes to be
diseases requiring notice and to require the reporting thereof to the department in a manner and at such
times as may be prescribed by the Commissioner. The department shall require that such data be supplied
as is deemed necessary and appropriate for the prevention and control of certain diseases and syndromes
as are determined by the Commissioner.

(d) Any person who reasonably suspects the intentional use of any chemical or nuclear agent,
microorganism, virus, infectious substance, or any component thereof, whether naturally occurring or
bioengineered, to cause death, illness, disease, or other biological malfunction in an animal shall report
such suspicion immediately to the state veterinarian or the United States Department of Agriculture area
veterinarian in charge.

(e) All such reports and data submitted to the state veterinarian or the department pursuant to this Code
section shall be deemed confidential and shall not be open to inspection by the public; provided, however,
that the Commissioner may release such reports and data in statistical form, for valid research purposes,
and for other purposes as deemed appropriate by the Commissioner.

(f) Any person, including, but not limited to, any veterinarian or veterinary diagnostic laboratory or practice
personnel, person associated with any livestock farm, ranch, sales establishment, transportation, or
slaughter facility, as well as any person associated with a facility licensed under Chapter 10 of this title, the
“Bird Dealers Licensing Act,” or under Article 1 of Chapter 11 of this title, the “Animal Protection Act,”
submitting reports or data in good faith in compliance with this Code section shall not be liable for any civil
damages therefor.

(g) Any person who knowingly and willingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent report in any matter
within the jurisdiction of the state veterinarian or the department under this Code section shall be subject to
the provisions of Code Section 16-10-20.

(h) This Code section shall not prohibit the conduct of any bona fide research activities by or on behalf of
any accredited public or private college or university in this state, nor shall the reporting requirements of this
Code section apply to persons performing such research activities.

History

Code 1981, 8§ 4-4-6, enacted by Ga. L. 2002, p. 1386, § 1; Ga. L. 2003, p. 322, § 1.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations
and research references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.

End of Document



0.C.G.A. §4-4-20
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Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 2 Feeding Garbage to Animals (88 4-4-20 — 4-4-26)

4-4-20. “Garbage” defined.

The term “garbage,” as used in this part, except as otherwise provided in this part, means all refuse matter,
animal or vegetable; by-products of a restaurant, kitchen, or slaughterhouse; and every refuse
accumulation of animal, fruit, or vegetable matter, liquid or otherwise. This term includes the word “swill” as
commonly used.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 6; Ga. L. 1971, p. 60, § 4.
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4-4-21. Feeding garbage to animals generally.

Except as otherwise provided in this part, it shall be unlawful for any person to feed garbage to animals;
provided, however, that an individual may feed garbage to his own animals if he feeds them only with
garbage from his own household.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 2.
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4-4-22. Feeding garbage to swine.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

(b)

(1) “Garbage” means any refuse matter or by-product which contains animal tissue or which has been
mixed with any animal tissue, whether liquid or otherwise.

(2) “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, or association or any agency,
department, or other political subdivision of the state or any other entity.

It shall be unlawful for any person to feed garbage to swine or to place garbage in such a position or

location as to permit its consumption by swine, except as otherwise provided in this Code section. Persons
who negligently or intentionally provide garbage or sources of garbage to other persons found to be feeding
garbage to swine in violation of this part shall be deemed culpable and responsible for the violative acts of
feeding as if they were the actual feeders of the garbage.

()

This Code section shall not apply to any person who:

(1) Raises swine solely for slaughter and consumption on the farm or property on which the swine are
raised;

(2) Does not purchase and import or permit the importation onto such farm or property on which swine
are raised any swine, portion of the carcass of any swine, pork food product, or garbage containing any
animal tissue, whether liquid or otherwise; and

(3) Does not sell, trade, exchange, export, or otherwise dispose of any swine, portion of the carcass of
any swine, pork food product, or any garbage or refuse containing any portion thereof outside of such
farm or property on which the swine are raised.

(d) Any person who violates any provision of this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day
in which such violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.

History

Ga. L. 1971, p. 60, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 1977, p. 225, § 1.
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4-4-23. Licensing of garbage feeders.

No person shall feed garbage to swine without first applying for and obtaining a license from the
Commissioner. There shall be no fee for such license, and it shall be valid until and unless revoked or
canceled. The requirement of obtaining a license shall not apply to an individual feeding his own animals
garbage from his own household. No license which will permit the feeding of any garbage, as that term is
defined in subsection (a) of Code Section 4-4-22, to swine shall be issued to any person who does not
meet the qualifications of subsection (c) of Code Section 4-4-22.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 3; Ga. L. 1960, p. 939, § 1; Ga. L. 1971, p. 60, § 2.
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4-4-24. Cancellation, suspension, or revocation of licenses.

Every licensed feeder of garbage who violates this part or the rules and regulations promulgated by the
Commissioner pursuant thereto shall have his license revoked, canceled, or suspended, upon a notice and
hearing.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 5.
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4-4-25. Administrative remedies.

Any person affected by this part or by any rule or regulation adopted pursuant thereto shall have and shall
be required to exhaust the administrative remedies provided by Code Section 4-6-8.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 7.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations
and research references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.

End of Document



O.C.G.A. §4-4-26

Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 2 Feeding Garbage to Animals (88 4-4-20 — 4-4-26)

4-4-26. Penalty for violations of part or rules or regulations promulgated
thereunder.

Any person, firm, partnership, or corporation which violates any provision of this part or any rule or
regulation made pursuant thereto shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 8; Ga. L. 1956, p. 85, § 1.
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PART 3 Rendering and Disposal Plants
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4-4-40. Definitions.

As used in this part, the term:

(1) “Carcasses of domestic animals” means all or any part or portions of any dead domestic animal not
slaughtered for human consumption.

(2) “Collection center” means any approved facility where carcasses of domestic animals from state or
federally licensed facilities are collected for loading into approved vehicles for delivery to a rendering
plant.

(3) “Rendering plant” means a place of business or location or plant where the carcasses of domestic
animals or packing house refuse or other refuse is purchased, received, or unloaded and where such
carcasses or refuse is processed for the purpose of obtaining the hide, skin, grease, residue, or any
other by-product from such animals or refuse in any way whatsoever.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 9; Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-41. Licenses required; expiration; fee.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership, or corporation to engage in the business of operating a
rendering plant without first applying for and obtaining a license from the Commissioner of Agriculture. Each
license shall expire on December 31 of each year, and each application for a license must be accompanied
by a license fee of $5.00.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 12; Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-42. Revocation, cancellation, or suspension of licenses.

Every licensed rendering plant which violates the laws of this state or the rules and regulations promulgated
by the Commissioner pursuant thereto shall have its license revoked, canceled, or suspended upon a
notice and hearing.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 14; Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-43. Rendering plant requirements.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership, or corporation to operate a rendering plant unless
the rendering plant:

(1) Is constructed according to blueprints approved by the Georgia Department of Agriculture;
provided, however, that neither blueprints for nor alterations to facilities existing on July 1, 1989, shall
be required except to the extent that alterations are necessary for compliance with the other provisions
of this part, and to the extent that alterations are necessary for such compliance they shall be made not
later than July 1, 1990;

(2) Has walls, floors, and ceilings of concrete or other impervious materials;

(3) Has ample hot water (140 degrees Fahrenheit) to facilitate cleaning of the building, equipment, and
vehicles used to move products;

(4) Has adequate drainage constructed and maintained so that no liquid or other matter is permitted to
escape therefrom unless into a sewage facility approved by the governmental authority having proper
jurisdiction. The document showing approval of such sewage facility must be maintained at the plant for
inspection review; and

(5) Is cleaned and sanitized daily to prevent odor and the accumulation of refuse.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership, or corporation to operate a rendering plant unless
all vehicles used in the transportation of carcasses or refuse on public highways are of such construction as
to prevent seepage or residue from escaping.

(c) Carcasses or refuse shall not be allowed to accumulate or be held for any period of time at any place
other than a licensed slaughtering, processing, or rendering plant or any combination thereof. Such
licensed facilities shall have a procedure approved by the department if they accumulate or hold carcasses
or refuse for longer than one day’s operation.

(d) Rodent and vermin control shall be diligently practiced with buildings and surrounding grounds kept
clean and free of refuse, trash, and manure.

(e) All barrels used for transportation and storage of carcasses or refuse shall be clearly marked
“INEDIBLE” with letters not less than two inches in height.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 10; Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-44. Collection center requirements.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership, or corporation to operate a collection center until it
has applied for and obtained a written permit from the Commissioner to carry on such an operation.

(b) A collection center shall be located on a site in compliance with local zoning ordinances and shall have
a sewage facility approved by the governmental authority having proper jurisdiction.

(c) A collection center shall be covered by a metal roof or other permanent type covering with sufficient
screened ventilators to allow air flow yet prevent the entry of rodents, birds, and insects.

(d) A collection center shall have adequate drains in an impervious floor with adequate hot water (140
degrees Fahrenheit) to clean thoroughly the collection center premises.

(e) A collection center shall be cleaned and sanitized daily.
(f) The management of a collection center shall agree to hold inedible materials no longer than 24 hours.

(g) With respect to any requirements of subsections (a) through (d) of this Code section which relate solely
to the physical construction or alteration of a collection center, the collection center operator shall have until
July 1, 1990, to comply with such requirements.

History

Code 1981, § 4-4-44, enacted by Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-45. Inspections; maintenance of records; maintenance of vehicles.

Every rendering plant shall be subject at all times to inspection by the Commissioner. Each such rendering
plant shall keep and furnish the Commissioner such information as he may by rule or regulation require
concerning the collection, transportation, distribution, and processing of the carcasses of dead domestic
animals or packing house refuse and, further, shall keep and maintain sanitary at all times its vehicles used
in the collection, transportation, and distribution of dead domestic animals and packing house refuse.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 13; Code 1981, § 4-4-44; Code 1981, § 4-4-45, as redesignated by Ga. L.
19809, p. 1414, 8§ 1.
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4-4-46. Administrative remedies.

Any person affected by this part or by any rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this part shall have and
shall be required to exhaust the administrative remedies provided by Code Section 4-6-8.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 15; Code 1981, § 4-4-45; Code 1981, § 4-4-46, as redesignated by Ga. L.
1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-47. Funding of inspection system for slaughtering establishments unable
to qualify for federal inspection; adoption of grading standards for use in
inspections of such establishments.

The Governor is authorized to make available to the department the funds necessary to provide an
inspection system for those slaughtering establishments in this state which are unable to qualify for federal
inspection. The department is authorized to adopt appropriate grading standards to be used in the
inspection of such establishments so as to indicate on each carcass inspected the grade and quality
thereof.

History

Ga. L. 1959, p. 191; Code 1981, § 4-4-46; Code 1981, § 4-4-47, as redesignated by Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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4-4-48. Penalty for violations of part or rules or regulations promulgated
thereunder.

Any person, firm, partnership, or corporation which violates any provision of this part or any rule or
regulation made pursuant to this part shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 11; Ga. L. 1956, p. 85, § 2; Code 1981, § 4-4-47; Code 1981, § 4-4-48, as
redesignated by Ga. L. 1989, p. 1414, § 1.
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PART 4 Preventing Spread of Livestock Diseases
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4-4-60. Extermination of parasites and development of livestock industry
under supervision and control of Commissioner; employment of inspectors
and veterinarians; public report.

The work of exterminating the cattle fever tick, screwworm, and other parasites and of developing the
livestock industry in this state shall be under the supervision and control of the Commissioner, who is
authorized to employ persons qualified to act as livestock inspectors and supervising veterinarians. The
Commissioner shall publish in print or electronically a detailed statement annually of the expenditures and
progress of this work for free public distribution.

History

Ga. L. 1912, p. 22, § 2; Code 1933, § 62-1012; Ga. L. 2010, p. 838, § 10/SB 388.
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4-4-61. Duties of livestock inspectors and supervising veterinarians
generally.

It shall be the duty of all livestock inspectors and supervising veterinarians employed by the Commissioner
to enforce the provisions of this part and any rule, regulation, or order made pursuant thereto.

History

Ga. L. 1912, p. 22, § 3; Code 1933, § 62-1013.
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4-4-62. Right of entry of inspectors.

The Commissioner or any duly authorized livestock inspector is authorized and empowered, in the
discharge of the duties imposed upon him by this part, to enter the premises or any barn or building where
livestock are temporarily or permanently kept in this state.

History

Ga. L. 1909, p. 131, § 6; Civil Code 1910, § 2078; Code 1933, § 62-1008.
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4-4-63. Appointment of federal livestock inspectors as state livestock
inspectors.

The Commissioner may appoint or commission federal veterinarians or livestock inspectors to work as state
livestock inspectors, provided that they shall act without pay from the state.

History

Ga. L. 1909, p. 131, § 9; Civil Code 1910, § 2081; Code 1933, § 62-1010.
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4-4-64. Establishment and maintenance of quarantine lines for protection of
livestock generally.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term “animal” means the domestic animals and livestock of this state,
including poultry.

(b) In addition to any other quarantine and inspection duties imposed by law, the Commissioner shall
establish quarantine lines against the introduction of any animals, any animal carcasses or parts thereof,
any biological products or preparations, or any live viruses or other disease vectors when in his judgment
such a quarantine is necessary for the protection of the livestock of this state from any contagious or
infectious disease. The Commissioner is authorized to make such rules and regulations as he may deem
necessary to prevent, suppress, control, and eradicate such contagious or infectious diseases. The
Commissioner may allow the movement into the quarantined area of the types of animals or products
against which quarantine is imposed when, after inspection, he is satisfied that the animals or products
being moved into the quarantined area are free of disease or that they will be handled so as not to
introduce or spread disease.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 16.
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4-4-65. Maintenance of quarantine along state borders to prevent
introduction of parasites or diseases into state.

The Commissioner shall provide and maintain an effective quarantine along the borders of Georgia by the
use of patrols or in such other manner as in his judgment will prevent the introduction of cattle fever tick,
screwworm, or other parasites or other contagious or infectious diseases into the state.

History

Ga. L. 1924, p. 78, § 1; Code 1933, § 62-1019.
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4-4-66. Movement of cattle infested with parasites.

The movement of cattle infested with cattle fever tick, screwworm, or other parasites into, within, or through
the state at any time or for any purpose, except as provided for in this part, is prohibited.

History

Ga. L. 1918, p. 256, § 1; Code 1933, § 62-1014.
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4-4-67. Establishment of quarantines in areas in which livestock affected
with or exposed to contagious or infectious disease; transportation of
livestock within and from quarantined areas.

(&) The Commissioner or any duly authorized livestock inspector is authorized and required to quarantine
any stall, lot, yard, pasture, field, farm, premises, packing house, rendering plant, town, city, militia district,
county, or any part thereof or the whole of the state when he shall determine that livestock in such place or
places are affected with, exposed to, or suspected of being exposed to a contagious or infectious disease
or with anything which might cause such disease. The Commissioner or any livestock inspector shall
provide written or printed notice of the establishment of such quarantine to the owners or keepers of such
livestock and to the proper officers of railroad, steamboat, motor vehicle, or other transportation companies
doing business in or through the quarantined territory.

(b) No such transportation company shall receive for transportation or shall transport livestock from any
guarantined area to any nonquarantined area, except as provided for in this part. No person, company,
corporation, or other entity shall drive or cause to be driven or permit to go astray any livestock from any
guarantined area to any nonquarantined area, except as provided for in this part.

(c) Livestock may be moved within a quarantined area or removed from a quarantined area only under and
in compliance with the rules and regulations of the Commissioner. It shall be unlawful to move livestock
within or from a quarantined area in any other manner or under any conditions other than those prescribed
by the rules and regulations of the Commissioner.

History

Ga. L. 1909, p. 131, 88 3, 4; Civil Code 1910, §8 2075, 2076; Code 1933, §8 62-1005, 62-1006; Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-
Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 17.
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4-4-68. Employment of veterinary surgeon or expert.

(&) When the Commissioner receives a request to investigate, treat, or otherwise prevent the spread of an
infectious or contagious disease affecting the livestock of a county, he shall employ a competent veterinary
surgeon or expert to investigate the causes of the disease, to treat the same, and otherwise prevent its
spread.

(b) The Commissioner is authorized to fix the compensation of the veterinary surgeon or expert.

History

Ga. L. 1905, p. 121, § 1; Civil Code 1910, § 2069; Code 1933, § 62-1011; Ga. L. 1956, p. 332, § 1.
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4-4-69. Regulation of manufacture and use of disease vectors.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term “disease vector” means any agent or material which has the
power to produce or spread disease in livestock.

(b) No experimental or research work, except at or under the direction of the College of Veterinary
Medicine of the University of Georgia, the Georgia Poultry Improvement Association Laboratory, the
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences of the University of Georgia, and the state agricultural
experiment stations, shall be carried on in this state with any live virus or any other disease vector. No such
virus or disease vector shall be manufactured or distributed in this state except under permit issued by the
Commissioner and conditioned, as in his judgment necessary, to prevent the spread of such disease.

(c) This Code section shall not apply to the county health departments, the Department of Public Health,
the United States Department of Health and Human Services, accredited medical and dental colleges and
universities, approved hospitals, approved medical centers, or foundations engaged in medical research,
diagnosis, or treatment of the diseases of man.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 18; Ga. L. 1995, p. 10, § 4; Ga. L. 2009, p. 453, § 1-4/HB 228; Ga. L. 2011,
p. 705, § 6-3/HB 214.
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4-4-70. Conduct of programs to eradicate contagious or infectious diseases
generally.

Whenever it is determined by the Commissioner, in cooperation with the United States Department of
Agriculture, that a contagious or infectious disease should be eradicated, the Commissioner is authorized to
take whatever steps are necessary to eradicate the disease. Owners, renters, or persons in possession of
livestock or premises infected with such a disease shall be required to disinfect the premises and to destroy
the cause or causes of the contagious or infectious disease, including the destruction of those livestock on
the premises, under the supervision and direction of the Commissioner or his duly authorized
representative. The cost of destroying the cause or causes or sources of infection of a contagious or
infectious disease which is sought to be eradicated shall be borne by the owner, renter, or person in
possession of the infected or quarantined premises. However, when budget conditions permit or when
federal matching funds are available, the Commissioner may participate in the cost of eradication and is
authorized to expend such funds as are available.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 21.
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4-4-71. Cooperation of Commissioner with other officials in establishing
guarantine lines.

The Commissioner shall cooperate with officials of other states and with the secretary of agriculture of the
United States in establishing quarantine lines.

History

Ga. L. 1899, p. 97, § 3; Civil Code 1910, § 2072; Code 1933, § 62-1002; Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 20.
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4-4-72. Indemnification of owners of livestock destroyed in eradication of
diseases.

(&) The Commissioner is authorized, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture, to
indemnify the owner of livestock destroyed in eradicating any infectious or contagious disease, upon such
basis and appraisal as the federal government prescribes; but in no event shall the state pay more than
one-half of the indemnity and cost incident to the eradication.

(b) In the case of public stockyards, meat packing establishments, slaughterhouses, community sales, and
licensed garbage feeders, the state shall not pay in participation with the United States Department of
Agriculture more than one-third of the indemnity and cost incident to the eradication. However, the
Commissioner may make indemnity payments inapplicable to garbage feeders if in any case he finds the
feeding of garbage to be a source of such disease.

(c) Any person, firm, partnership, or corporation which shall violate any quarantine law or rule and
regulation thereunder shall be ineligible for indemnity.

(d) The Commissioner is authorized, in the eradication of any infectious or contagious disease, to
indemnify the owner of livestock destroyed in eradicating the disease in those instances in which the United
States Department of Agriculture cannot participate in the payment of the indemnity.

(e) The limits on the amount of payment to be made by the state as set out in this Code section shall have
no application to payments in excess of such limits authorized by law for the purpose of elimination of swine
mycobacteriosis.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 22; Ga. L. 1957, p. 488, § 1; Ga. L. 1979, p. 1032, § 12.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations
and research references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.

End of Document



O.C.G.A. §4-4-73

Current through the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 4 Animals (Chs. 1 — 15) > CHAPTER 4 Prevention
and Control of Disease in Livestock (Arts. 1 —5) > Article 1 Control of Infectious or Contagious
Diseases in Livestock (Pts. 1 —5) > PART 4 Preventing Spread of Livestock Diseases (88 4-4-60
— 4-4-76)

4-4-73. Transfer of state funds to eradication programs for purposes of
matching federal funds.

For the purpose of matching available federal funds where state funds are insufficient, the Governor may
transfer money from any available funds in the state treasury to a program of eradication of a contagious or
infectious disease, which program is supported by federal funds, contingent on matching state funds. The
money so transferred shall be repaid to the fund from which it was taken when money becomes available
for that purpose by legislative appropriation or otherwise.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 23.
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4-4-74. Penalty for violation of quarantine.

Any person, firm, partnership, or corporation which violates any quarantine provision, rule, or regulation
established by the Commissioner under the authority of law for the protection of the livestock and domestic
animals of this state shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History

Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 480, § 19.
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4-4-75. Interfering with Commissioner or livestock inspectors.

Any person who shall forcibly resist, oppose, assault, prevent, impede, or interfere with the Commissioner
or any duly authorized livestock inspector in the execution of his duties or on account of the execution of
such duty shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History

Ga. L. 1909, p. 131, § 6; Penal Code 1910, § 583; Code 1933, § 62-9911.
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4-4-76. Importation of diseased livestock.

Any person who shall knowingly import within the limits of this state any livestock with contagious diseases,
except distemper, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History

Ga. L. 1901, p. 82, 88 1, 2; Penal Code 1910, § 581; Code 1933, § 62-9910.
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PART 5 Live Poultry Dealers, Brokers, and Market Operators
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4-4-80. Definitions.

As used in this part, the term:

History

(1) “Dealer” or “broker” means any person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business of buying live
poultry of any kind for resale or in selling live poultry of any kind bought for the purpose of resale. Every
agent acting for or on behalf of any dealer, broker, or poultry market operator is a dealer or broker,
provided that any farmer acquiring poultry solely for the purpose of rearing and feeding such poultry as
a part of his or her farm operations is not a “dealer” or “broker.”

(2) “Person” means any person, firm, corporation, association, cooperative, or combination thereof.

(3) “Poultry” means domestic fowl including, but not limited to, water fowl such as geese and ducks;
birds which are bred for meat and egg production, exhibition, or competition; game birds such as
pheasants, partridge, quail, and grouse, as well as guinea fowl, pigeons, doves, peafowl; ratites; and all
other avian species.

(4) “Poultry market operator” means any person engaged in the business of operating public auctions
or sales of live poultry or of operating barns and yards for the containment of live poultry held for the
purpose of auction or sale.

(5) “Sales establishment” means any yard, barn, or other premises where live poultry is offered for
sale, auction, or exchange.

Code 1981, § 4-4-80, enacted by Ga. L. 1987, p. 525, § 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 244, § 6; Ga. L. 2008, p. 458, § 5/SB

364.
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